RESEARCH AND ITS DIFFICULTIES

No authoritative works were ever produced or any scienti-
fic discoveries or inventions made, or any theories of any value
or importance propounded without  systematic and  serious
research.   In the higher sense of the word, research signifies
the investigations of those who devote themselves to the study
of pure as opposed to applied sciences or to the investigation
of causes rather than to practical experiments.   Whaiever may
be the nature and scope of research, its aim is to add to our
knowledge such facts as will prove of great help and direction
in the sphere of our social and national life.    In historical
research, the purely scientific or descriptive studies covered by
sociology were generally  concentrated  upon, but with  the
growth of the humanistic and historical point of view the
philosophy of history is gaining firmer ground and is parti-
cularly responsible for the increasing appreciation of the in-
fluence wielded by history on our national life.    While the
scientific  studies  aim at  elucidating   factual   sequence, the
philosophy seeks to interpret the process O) as the realization
of the idea of freedom or rather as the reconciliation of indivi-
dual freedom, and (&; as the play of cultured interests \rith
the staHe objectivity of law and abiding consciousness of the
greater whole in which we move.   Although the possibility oi
such a philosophy seems implied in the postulated unity oi
the wodd as a nation, many hold that it remains as yet an
unachieved ideal.   If, however, this philosophy is to perfect
its constructive work, ft must bring the course of  human
history within its survey, and exhibit the sequence of events
as an evolution in which the purposive action of reason is
traceable. Such a constructive survey of history adds consider-
ably to the difficulties of the research worker.

In India, the problems of a research scholar with regard
to his national history are more difficult, complicated and un-